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ICYMI, in The Washington Post: 

  

Americans increasingly see climate change as a crisis, poll shows 

 

A growing number of Americans describe climate change as a crisis, and two-thirds say 

President Trump is doing too little to tackle the problem. 

 

The results, from a poll conducted by The Washington Post and the Kaiser Family 

Foundation (KFF), point to a growing disconnect between Americans worried about the warming 

planet and Trump administration officials, who have aggressively scaled back Obama-era 

environmental regulations and relinquished the nation’s role as a global leader in pushing for 

climate action. 

 

The poll finds that a strong majority of Americans — about 8 in 10 — say that human activity is 

fueling climate change, and roughly half believe action is urgently needed within the next decade 

if humanity is to avert its worst effects. Nearly 4 in 10 now say climate change is a “crisis,” up 

from less than a quarter five years ago. 

 

“I am deathly afraid, not for my kids, but for my kids’ kids and what they will have to deal 

with,” said Mechaella DeRicci, 50, a respiratory care practitioner in Bristol, Conn. “What are we 

leaving as a legacy besides a hot mess?” 

 

Though Americans are increasingly worried about climate change, fewer than 4 in 10 say they 

believe that tackling the problem will require them to make “major sacrifices.” And most are 

unwilling to pay for it out of their own pockets. 

 

For example, while nearly half of adults say they would be willing to pay a $2 monthly tax on 

their electricity bills to help combat climate change, just over a quarter say they are willing to 

pay $10 extra each month. And while two-thirds support stricter fuel-efficiency standards for the 

nation’s cars and trucks, increases in the gas tax remain deeply unpopular. 

 

Instead, clear majorities say they would prefer that climate initiatives be funded by increasing the 

taxes on wealthy households and on companies that burn fossil fuels. 

  

Read the full article here.  
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Alliance for Market Solutions (AMS) is an organization of conservative leaders with experience 
in business, government, and the intellectual community who know that markets and economic 
incentives are the most powerful drivers of change and are more efficient and effective than 
top-down regulation. We aim to educate conservative policymakers on the benefits of market-
oriented solutions to one of America’s most pressing economic challenges: advancing clean 
energy and reducing carbon pollution. 
 

The carbon tax policy we support is consistent with a pro-growth conservative agenda. It would 

replace costly regulations and prevent new regulations from burdening families and job 

creators. And it would eliminate economically harmful taxes on investment and family incomes. 

 

AMS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization. We don’t engage in electoral politics on 

behalf of any candidate, campaign or party. We are recruiting allies and developing policy 

analyses to help conservative policymakers consider a pro-growth, conservative carbon tax 

policy. 
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