
 

 

 
FLORIDA STATEWIDE – SURVEY MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  Wednesday, June 24, 2020 
TO:       Interested Parties 
FROM:  Jacqueline Boggess - Director, Insights & Communication 
RE:       Survey of Likely General Election Voters 
 

The information below was gathered by Cygnal through an advanced multi-mode (Live Calls + IVR + 
SMS + Email) survey of likely general election voters in Florida, conducted June 16, 2020 - June 19, 
2020. This survey has a sample size of n802 and an MoE of ±3.46% at a 95% confidence interval. 

 
 
TL;DR 
The “right direction / wrong track” spread has drastically widened in the past 3 months – and it’s no 
wonder since the federal government and experts’ handling of the Coronavirus pandemic has made 
respondents less likely to trust both on other major issues like climate change. On the climate change 
questions, we saw very little change since the March survey. This indicates that voters hold strong 
opinions on climate change that aren’t likely to change even when the news cycle is focused on other 
pressing issues. Voters, including Republicans, want action now.  
 
Things are going downhill and there’s blame to go around. 
The “right direction / wrong track” spread has grown from WT +3 to WT +22 since March. Whereas 
voters were basically split then, barely over 1/3 of voters now think the U.S. is heading in the right 
direction. Voters are more worried about the future, too: Just over half of voters are now more worried 
about “other global threats like climate change” because of the pandemic (less: 16%). 

 
Climate change opinions haven’t changed since our March survey. 
On the climate change questions, there was very little change in voters’ opinions when compared to the 
March survey. More than half believe “we need a balanced approach that protects both the economy 
and environment.” This is particularly true with older voters, Republicans, voters making less than 
$100K, and people in Tampa. There was a big jump among Tampa residents (March: 50% / June: 
63%). The call for a balanced approach shows how necessary it is for Republicans to engage on this 
issue instead. 
 
64% of voters believe “extreme weather events like hurricanes, red tides, and forest fires, are 
increasing” (March: 68%), while slightly less (54%) believe “extreme weather events like hurricanes, red 
tides, and forest fires, are increasing because of climate change” (March: 56%). Women, young people, 
Democrats, and people in Miami/Ft. Lauderdale are very likely to agree with both statements.  
 
Once again, just over 2/3 of voters believe “human activities are playing a role in climate change” while 
not quite that many think “the effects of climate change have or will impact me personally” (58%). 
Again, women, young people, and Democrats are above the “agree” topline on both statements.   
 
Voters want a candidate who will deal with climate change. 
These voters strongly prefer a Congressional candidate who “acknowledges climate change and is 
working to address it” (71%) over a candidate who “denies climate change” (15%). Right now, they 
think that means supporting Democrats – 41% trust the Democratic party more than the GOP (33%) 
when it comes to addressing climate change (March: Dem: 41% / GOP: 32%). Additionally, over half of 
voters think Trump isn’t doing enough on the issue, including 39% of Republicans. Older voters are split 
between “the correct amount” and “not enough.” 
 

http://www.cygn.al/


 

 

 

 

Voters want an “all of the above” approach to climate change. 
The preferred methods of addressing climate change also haven’t changed since March. Almost half of 
voters still prefer an “all of the above” approach followed by “regulations.” This holds true among every 
demographic tested. 
 

    June             March 

 
 
COVID-19 has made voters lose faith in government and “experts.” 
The climate change pandemic has caused most voters to place less trust “in politicians to effectively 
address other major challenges like climate change” (65%) and a plurality to place less trust in “experts 
when it comes to addressing climate change” (less trust: 41% / more trust: 34%). 
 

METHODOLOGY: This probabilistic survey was conducted June 16, 2020 - June 19, 2020, with 802 

likely general election voters. It has a margin of error of ±3.46%. Known registered voters were 
interviewed via live agents calling cell phones and landlines and via Interactive Voice Response (IVR) 
to landlines, and voters received invitations to participate in the survey via SMS and email with a secure 
link tied to their voter record. This survey was weighted to a likely general election universe. 
 

ABOUT THE FIRM: Cygnal is an award-winning national public opinion and predictive analytics firm 

that pioneered multi-mode polling, peer-to-peer text collection, and Political Emotive Analysis. Cyngal 
was recently named the #1 Republican private pollster by Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight, as well as the 
#1 most accurate polling and research firm in the country for 2018 by The New York Times. Its team 
members have worked in 47 states and countries on more than 1,100 corporate, public affairs, and 
political campaigns. 

http://www.cygn.al/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-state-of-the-polls-2019/
https://www.cygn.al/why-the-new-york-times-named-us-the-most-accurate-pollster-in-the-country/

