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ICYMI, in The Times:  

  

The left should not dominate the conversation on climate change 

  

By Alicia Kearns and John R Curtis 

 

In both of our countries, the left has historically dominated the conversation on climate change. 

In recent years, conservatives have crafted new ideas that will allow us to be better stewards 

of the environment, create new good-paying jobs, and ensure energy security for future 

generations. 

 

In the UK, Extinction Rebellion has demanded the UK reach net zero by 2025, blocking public 

transportation and preventing the delivery of right-leaning newspapers. 

 

In the US, progressives on the left have called for a “green new deal.” The concept has huge 

public spending implications, not only for clean energy but also for non-climate-related domestic 

liberal priorities. Ultimately, this proposal would cost trillions of dollars while not addressing the 

core issue, increasing international emissions, particularly from China. 

 

Neither of those paths constitute sensible, deliverable climate policies. We agree that addressing 

climate change will require bold and innovative policies, but the left’s approaches would put our 

countries at an international competitive disadvantage, which neither country can afford, and 

increase the government’s involvement in citizens’ lives, which is unacceptable. Simply put, 

those approaches are a threat to both our prosperity and liberty—and would hamper the very 

innovation required to reduce emissions. 

 

Instead, we need pragmatic solutions that empower individuals and businesses to innovate and 

invest in clean technologies that will cut emissions while supporting jobs and spurring economic 

growth. That requires recognition that private markets are uniquely positioned to deliver at the 

scale necessary to address climate change and that the principal role of government should be to 

create markets that incentivize individuals and companies to reduce their emissions of 

greenhouse gases. 

 

In the UK, despite the environment being a key component of the Conservative Party’s policy 

agenda, and successive Conservative governments having cut emissions by almost 30 per cent 

over the past decade while growing the economy, climate change is still regarded as a left-wing 

issue. Meanwhile, many Republican legislators in the US have often evaded grappling with the 

issue altogether. 



 

The truth is, on both sides of the Atlantic, many of our colleagues on the right have been absent 

from the climate debate because they have been unsure of the conservative solutions or have 

been deterred by a movement that too often couches its argument in anti-free market rhetoric. 

We need to stop the culture of “shaming” where any effort to reduce emissions is labelled “not 

enough”. Many small actions can lead to big change, and applauding positive efforts will result 

in more momentum for change than shaming ever could. 

 

Alicia Kearns is a Conservative MP on the foreign affairs select committee and the national 

security strategy joint committee. John R Curtis is a Republican congressman representing 

Utah’s 3rd District and serves on the House energy and commerce committee. 

 

Read the full article here.  

 

### 

 
Alliance for Market Solutions (AMS) is an organization of conservative leaders with experience in 
business, government, and the intellectual community who know that markets and economic incentives 

are the most powerful drivers of change and are more efficient and effective than top-down regulation. 

We aim to educate conservative policymakers on the benefits of market-oriented solutions to one of 
America’s most pressing economic challenges: advancing clean energy and reducing carbon pollution. 

 

The carbon tax policy we support is consistent with a pro-growth conservative agenda. It would replace 

costly regulations and prevent new regulations from burdening families and job creators. And it would 
eliminate economically harmful taxes on investment and family incomes. 

 

AMS is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization. We don’t engage in electoral politics on behalf 

of any candidate, campaign or party. We are recruiting allies and developing policy analyses to help 

conservative policymakers consider a pro-growth, conservative carbon tax policy. 

https://firehousestrategies.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=697d5698403556f603315998d&id=8e419149d3&e=f280375df4
https://amsresearch.org/

